Monday, October 27, 2003

Job 15:1 - 17:16

Eliphaz takes his turn again and tells Job that it is obvious from his words that he is a sinner suffering as all evil men suffer. No longer does he give Job the benefit of the doubt, or reassure him that since he is a righteous man with only some small imperfection that God is cleansing, life will soon return to prosperity for Job. In Eliphaz’ mind Job is now a deserving criminal suffering his just reward. 


Eliphaz says that Job is undermining piety because he is questioning and doubting God. At times some Christians seem to make the same accusation. In reality, we all doubt occasionally; we all become angry or frustrated with God occasionally. That’s when we need to turn to God and ask Him to teach us to be more trusting of Him and more faithful to Him. Faith that is never challenged, or questioned, or doubted, or honestly discussed, cannot grow because it is kept silent and without inquiry.

Job again accuses his friends of being no friends at all! If the situation were the other way around, he would comfort them and not reproach them.


Chapter 16, verse 19 speaks of an intercessor in heaven for Job. He may be thinking of his own innocence as his defender; he may also be thinking of God who is just and all-powerful and must know of his innocence. The NIV translates verses 20 and 21 as though Job was still speaking of this intercessor, but a better translation would be: ““My friends are my scoffers;﻿  My eye weeps to God.  “O that a man might plead with God as a man with his neighbor!” 

At the beginning of chapter 17, Job notes that only God can protect him from his unjust accusers. They may hope for reward from God for their proclamations, but Job knows that their “reward” will be the judgment from God that they will receive in due time. [image: image1.png]



